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Learning objectives

Recognize the value of well-conducted and reported Understand that methods of differing rigor exist for

consensus publications reaching consensus

Understand the process for developing reporting Raise awareness that guidance is being established for
guidelines reporting consensus publications
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The hierarchy of evidence pyramid
Systematic reviews &
e et m— M

Cohort studies
Case-control studies

Cross-sectional studies
Case reports & case studies

Expert opinion
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Consensus methods can harness expert knowledge to support
decision making in areas of uncertainty

Rapidly Rare disease Lale Of/
evolving or clinical conflicting

environment heterogeneity data

Absence of high-quality evidence
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Examples where consensus methodology is use

Reporting guidelines3*

Clinical guidelines?

Forecasting!?

N l C National Institute for Search NICE.
Heaith and Care Excellence 5 CONSORT2010-checklist-ofi nformation-to-include-when-reporting-a-randomised-trial*y
NICEPathways  Standards and sdences ¥ BNF ¥ BNFC v  CKS v e T R

Title-and abstracts
B 1an  Identification as-a randomised trial in the-titieo s
1ba Structured summary-of frial design, methods, results, and coNCRISIONS fo specic sudance see CONSORT kerabstrachs 8

Read about our approach to COVID-19

AN EXPERIMENTAL APPLICATION OF THE DELPHI Home > News Griagomimd

2an Scientiic background-and-explanation of rationalen s

METHOD TO THE USE OF EXPERTS *f E—

Methodsa

. . . . Tral designa 32 Description of tial desian {such as parallel, factoral) inchuing allocation ratioa B
- 3ba Important changes n nena) -
NORMAN DALKEY asn OLAF HELMER NICE publishes first rapid COVID-19 guidelines SO ol odmis - :
4ba  Settings-and-locations where the-data were collecteds n
. v i ; p New guidelines cover the management of patients in critical care, the management of =1 RS Sl rEptton g R and when ey were e
The RAND Corporation, Senta Monica, California ! S S B outomess 220 tugog how andwhenthey 5

patients who are having kidney dialysis and the management of patients who are were asscaseds ) ' ) N
. . . Vil i i Bba  Any-ch Aotrial out after the trial . with 1 o o
This paper gives an aceount of an experiment in the use of the so-called receiving systemic anticancer treatments. R e Hg(;;::ﬁ;;ﬂ.:uﬂ:::;ﬂ;u. e trial-commenced, with reasons :
DELPHI method, which wss devised in order to obtain the most reliable I o Ton Whenpskcabe cpanokon oy mern s nd g sl :
int H 1 1, * Sequence: Bam  Method used to-generate the random allocation sequences L
opinion consensus of & group of experts by subjecting them to a series of e s s :
qm;ionn.in' in de’“h mwupcmd with econtrolled OpiﬂiOD feedback. * Allocation 9 Mechanism used o implement the random allocation sequence (such as sequentially numbered containers), o

concealment describing any steps taken to-conceal the sequence until interventions were assigneds

NICE has published its first 3 rapid guidelines on the care of people with suspected ™, machanisma
. . N ° Implementations  10a  Who generaled the random allocation sequence, who enrolled pariicipants, and who assigned particpants o L]
2 d confirmed COVID-19, and in patients without COVID-19. e
1. Introduction an

These guidelines have been developed to maximise patient safety whilst making

"Pl'oj&t DELPHI” is the name for a Bmdy of the use of umﬂ opinion that the best use of NHS resources and protecting staff from infection. The guideline

A PRISMA-2020-Checklisty

has been intermittently conducted at The RAND Corporation. The technique has e developd i te e mthods o dselonine i B I oo =
s > ] o
= & R s " uidelines on COVID-19 and rec: ions are based on evidence and expert PR T Lol
employed is called the DELPHI method. Its object is to obtain the most reliable e [Tues T+ ey e s syt even= :
. s . s [BBsmRAGT= r|
consensus of opinion of a group of experts. It attempts to achieve this by a COVID-19 rapid guideline: critical care fposre T o soo o s 2020 o et chact C—
series Of mtensive qlmt)onmlm mtemmrwd wlth mntm"ed opmion feaib&ck. The guideline on critical care says that all patients on admission to hospital, :‘:::f::u { jj ::f:x:."ff::?f:.::::‘.'i'nﬂzﬁf:,mw,,M,W.:m,,m -
The present paper gives an account of an experiment conducted about ten e e L e [ o = |5 e s e Ca—
th 2 recognised frailty score (for example, the Clinical Frailty Scale [CFS]). Informatian 4 SPEI a1 datibasss, rtes, WEbalss, GJAISSIONS, ERTENcE St S AT SGUTGES SEATCHEc o CONSUNSC 10 srly Shus. Specty . | v
sources o when each sourcn was st searched or consistod
years ago. The content o.f e paper has, for security reasons, only now been N S S A S S | T o s b s, o A &
Nlmd fOl’ om pUbllﬂﬂthl’l. patients, carers or advocates and families using decision suppert tools (where ang| wheiher ihey worked indepensensly and # appiicable, details of used i the process o
'mp mmmnt was dmign&i m Rppl}' (,xmn Opininn m t‘he *lmion fmm available) so that they can make informed decisions about their treatment S.:':'ﬂ:ﬂm “ T,:';IZ’.L";T.;!:‘;‘?,L‘::L‘,Z:‘&TLL?:ZL“.ZES,T::?.H‘Q‘L“ﬂ'."ﬁmtmx&tm;:t:ﬂf;‘ﬂ:;i:;r;".:;";TW'“M:‘.E;!!:;‘:SZF:’W
} B ) 8 . ) process o
. . . . . . N wherever possible. Datatemss 7031 List 30 22t 2l Outcom e or wIvch Gala were S0ugll Specly wheller i resis Thal wese Com palbis will €32 DUIEOME domann each | &
e W t viet & c . 8. industrial t Sl W SO (1) o 8 S, I s anayses). Dl 1he meinOss e 1 e which sl 1o colect &
the viewpoint of & So' t strategi planner, of an optimal U : d targe vyt VNN (0 Y SR o i ettt e i sowen S
system and to the estimation of the number of A-bombs required to reduce the admission tocritical cara should be made on the basis of medical benefit,taking S | e s e e e v |
e p i - ) ) | sssessmente Sy and whefher they worked Indegendenty ar § appicabie. detals of automation fools used 1 the process. s
munifions Qutput b)’ n pmnbed amount. into account the likelihood that the person will recover to an outcome that is Effectmeasres o | 121 Speciy for €30 OUICOMe 1 MECt Measure(s e 1SK allo, mean QIErence) Used I e SYTMESIs of resentanion of results = [
acceptable to them and within a period of time consistent with the diagnosis. Synihesis: 1324 Descrive the r e =
metnoase comparig AgaINSLThE PnEd geoups 1o 3¢ 5y NS 1em 95)) &
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1. Dalkey and Helmer. Management Science Vol. 9, No. 3 (Apr 1963), pp. 458-467
2. https://www.nice.org.uk/news/article/nice-publishes-first-rapid-covid-19-guidelines
3. http://www.consort-statement.org/ 4. http://www.prisma-statement.org/ [accessed January 2022]
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Methods used to develop consensus-based publications

Structured Anonymous Formal
Method ) : Face-to-face _y. Pros Cons
interaction decisions feedback

Inforr.nal No Yes No No -Spe(.ed., All voices may not be
meeting simplicity equal

...and everything in between

D : : e
elphl Yes NG Yes Yes Rigour, Complex; deflnltl.on of
technique transparency consensus varies

Other methods include: Nominal Group Technique (NGT); RAND (NGT version); Staticised Group Method
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As with all studies, conduct and reporting are key

“In some cases, the modifications to Delphi are
meaningful and contribute to a better understanding
of the technique, while in others they are random and
arbitrary” 1

“We believe there is a need to improve the reporting
on Delphi studies, along the lines of a CONSORT-like
guideline, as is used for randomized controlled
trials.” 3

1. Technological Forecasting and Social Change 53, 1996, pp 185-211 (taken from Information & Management 2013, 207)
2. Fam Pract. 2009 Oct;26(5):420-4; 3. ) Clin Epidemiology 2014, 67, 401-409; 4. J Clin Epidemiology 2018, 99, 96-105

“One final solution would be to phase out the use of
the term ‘Delphi research’ ...authors would be obliged
to transparently describe the methods that they used
without hiding behind the apparent strength of the
title ‘Delphi research’ ” 2

“...undisclosed analytic flexibility makes it
unacceptably easy to data mine for and selectively
report consensus.” 4
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Key role of ISMPP in the genesis of the ACCORD guidelines

Quality assessment of guidelines/recommendations
developed using Delphi methodology

* "o s e ity of B maSocicing mmr:;r

g
rwttexicogy [ ——
= | e |
Bhckoroune - T
* Thw Dsilphy lechrogue 0000 T rersanngty usee inFeakh ard rmecarne o )
q aret Lo - - . o

S — Guidelines for reporting of a consensus? Following %
e comgE ke ararmoniy by pecies pigmr The oprdcma bo ewch souns
e repcried bach bo the peerl h T ikl . .
+ Thmrin o gl v P > Niall Harrison 02-05-2021 11:21
iyl Hi all -- has anyene ever come across generalised guidance / a checklist for writ d report
+ AL prmars e ae o lasd sunced vabclled e guks b for I all -- has anyone ever come across generalised guidance / a checkhst for wnting up and repor a...
pedewkorm reporbng D aectis of Celphi ol e b
BT Pubdnad s gerent

P [ "
e e cUsRy A banmanecy <l WG In P pistes

Figline 2. Inclusion coltris and FRISMA disgram
METHODS 1. Guidelines for reporting of a consensus? 0| Recommend
- & Fiaivic] penrch for Deipil commeraun ™, conpicied on 2 Pebnaary, @nd
- R W e e =t [Figifes 1L
- A based pei
e reisscr, CREDES, which ofer guidencs on concucing andspceing
Dl shcen in palibive cans, Bnc| AGREE, 8 reporing chacidt for clinkical
Frscace [l

Posted 02-05-2021 11:21 Reply ~

Hi all - has anyone ever come across generalised guidance / a checklist for writing up and report a consensus process? Or even any guidance
on the difference between "consensus". "international expert statement”, "expert recommendations”, etc. The EQUATOR site has a few
therapy-area-specific guidelines, but nothing generalised.

= Curcheckiin wan uned 1o s he s = e - cpal
reparbrg nideraied padoakom

Niall Harrison
| don't think this exists. and | think the reason is that the choice of consensus process would guide the reporting of it (e.g. Delphi methodology

implies certain requirements for the resulting paper). But it would be nice to have some validation of that.

S0 -- any suggestions?

Niall Harrison
£.  International
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Role of EQUATOR in supporting reporting guidelines

EQUATOR is an international |
network that seeks to improve the / C O N S 0 RT TRANSPARENT REPORTING of TRIALS
reliability and value of published
health research literature by

promoting transparent and accurate
reporting and wider use of robust PRISMA

reporting guidelines TRANSPARENT REPORTING oF SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS ano META-ANALYSES

http://www.consort-statement.or

http://www.prisma-statement.or

g e q Ud '|'Q I’ Enhancing the QUAIity and

network Transparency Of health
Research

https://www.equator-network.or

£. | International
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1. Moher, D., K.F. Schulz, I. Simera, and D.G. Altman, Guidance for developers of health research reporting guidelines. PLoS Med. 2010;7(2):e1000217 Publication
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http://www.prisma-statement.org/
http://www.consort-statement.org/
https://www.equator-network.org/

EQUATOR toolkit for developing reporting guidelines

1 2 4

3 5 6
Identify the Literature Develop the Write up and Disseminate Update the
need for a review, guideline publish the the guideline guideline
reporting registration, guideline
guideline and funding
£. | International
B.  Society
' - . . ) . . . . E for Medical
How to develop a reporting guideline. Avialable at: https://www.equator-network.org/toolkits/developing-a-reporting-guideline/ [Accessed January 2022] Publication
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The process for developing the ACCORD guideline

C e

May-July 2022 Ongoing TBC!
We are here
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The Steering Committee has a wide range of

experience

Clinician practitioners
Methodologists
Publication professionals
Patient representative
Publishing industry
Pharmaceutical industry

Thanks to:

Bernd W. M. Arents, VMCE

Sree Pillai, Luke Worley, Ogilvy Health

Helen Bremner, Rebecca Hornby, Oxford PharmaGenesis
Zbys Fedorowicz, University of Sao Paolo

Will Gattrell Niall Harrison

Ogilvy Health

Ellen L. Hughes Patricia Logullo
Sciwright Ltd University of Oxford
and EQUATOR

Esther J. van Christopher C.
Zuuren Winchester
Leiden University Oxford
Medical Centre PharmaGenesis

May-July 2021

Keith Goldman Amrit Pali Hungin
AbbVie University of
Newcastle

i

Rob Matheis Amy Price

ISMPP Stanford School of Medicine
Patient Editor, BMJ

N

David Tovey £ | International
Journal of Clinical B. Society
Epidemiolo for Medical
P i E Publication
=~ | Professionals



. . May-July 2021
A clear need was identified

A search of the EQUATOR network  PubMed search on 1 July 2021 for

website! for “consensus” identified: “reporting guidelines” AND “Delphi”

« The CREDES statement (2017), found no published guidelines
providing recommendations for the * The need for reporting guidelines has
reporting of Delphi consensus in been identified in systematic reviews#*
palliative care specifically? and by publication professionals®

e A protocol for development of a
preferred items checklist for reporting
e-Delphi studies (REDS) was registered
in 20163 but has not been published*

B International
B. Society
E for Medical
*REDS organisers subsequently invited to ACCORD Delphi panel Puhblication
1. https://www.equator-network.org/. 2. https://www.equator-network.org/reporting-guidelines/credes/ 3. Guerreiro MP et al. Available at: https://www.equator-network.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/Protocol-E-Delphi-studies- E Prolessionals

reporting-guideline.pdf Humphrey-Murto et al. Med Teach 2017;39:14-19. 4. J Clin Epidemiology 2014 Apr;67(4):401-9. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2013.12.002. 5 Gattrell 2019. ISMPP EU, poster 24. All URLs accessed January 2022.
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May-July 2021

The objective of ACCORD

O% To systematically develop a reporting guideline to help the
biomedical research and clinical practice community
describe the methods used to reach consensus in a
complete, transparent, and consistent manner

B. International
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August-September 2021

Writing up, registering and submitting the protocol

R . 1 Consensus-based methods in biomedical research and clinical practice: The
ACCORD - ACcurate COnsensus Reporting Document (registered 7 October 2021)

2 ACCORD study protocol for establishing a reporting guideline
Guidelines for clinical decision making may be formulated based on expert consensus only in situations where there is no
robust evidence available, when divergent guidance exists, or when there is a need for collective judgement to increase 3
reliability and validity. Consensus methods provide the opportunity to harness the knowledge of experts to support clinical

- . ) ) . h 4 William T. Gattrell,! Amrit Pali Hungin,? Bernd W. M. Arents,? Christopher C. Winchester,* David
decision making in areas of uncertainty. However, the lack of appropriate description of the consensus methods used in e o

publications (including the definition or threshold for agreement, the analytical methods, the expert recruitment process, 5  Tovey.” Ellen L. Hughes® Esther J van Zuuren Keith Goldman® Patricia Logullo.® Rob
funding sources and others) suggests that a reporting guideline is needed. 6 Matheis, '’ Niall Harrison,!!
This project aims to systematically develop a reporting guideline to help the scientific community describe the methods used 7 Affiliations: 1. Ipsen. UK. 2. University of Newcastle, UK. 3. Dutch Association for Pecple with

to reach consensus in a complete and transparent manner. A literature revie OSF REGISTRIES ~ AddNew MyRegistrations Help Donate  Join  Login /MCE). 4. Oxford PharmaGenesis. UK. 5. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology,
except for the CREDES Statement, which is focused on palliative care only.

published soon. A Delphi process will guide the development of a checklist a Consensus-based methods in biomedical research and clinical
explanation and elaboration document, will be published with open access d practice: The ACCO RD StUdy for establishing a reporting guideline

imited. 7. Leiden University Medical Centre, Leiden, The Netherlands. 8.
9. Centre for Statistics in Medicine (CSM), University of Oxford. and

e UK Centre, Oxford, UK. 10. ISMPP, USA. 11. Ogilvy Health, UK.

Public registration ~ Updates~
‘hor: Will Gattrell

Registered with EQUATOR?

A Overview Contributors

.
. — Rebecca Hornb;
B Files Study Information = g SUbItted to
Description
. .

 wiki Hypotheses The ACCORD (ACcurate COnsensus Research ln te rlt
Inconsistencies in how consensus processes are reported makes it difficult for the rigor Reporting Document) reporting

ﬁ. Components 0 and quality of the outcomes to be assessed. Itis hypothesized that a systematically guideline will provide a set of minimum
developed reporting guideline will help the biomedical research and clinical practice items that should be reported about d P R 9

1.9 Links 0 community describe the methods used to reach consensus in a complete, transparent, methods used to achieve consensus, an eer e V,e W
and consistent manner. including approaches ranging from

L Analytics simple unstructured opinion gatherings
Desi n P|an to highly structured processes.

8 Comments 0 g
Study type Registration type

OSF Preregistration

~

Other
Date registered

Blinding
December 15, 2021

No blinding is involved in this study.
Date created
Is there any additional blinding in this study? December 15, 2021

Registered with OSF?

Extractors will be blinded to each other's evaluations for theg

. | International
B. Society
. . - . o . . E for Medical
1. https://www.equator-network.org/library/reporting-guidelines-under-development/reporting-guidelines-under-development-for-other-study-designs/#ACCORD 2. https://osf.io/973zu [Accessed January Publication
2021] E Professionals




August-September 2021

Creating online channels

& accordstatement
2 Tweets

oo Follow

accordstatement
@accordstatement

Updates from the ACCORD (ACcurate COnsensus Reporting Document) Steering
Committee. equator-network.org/library/report...

Joined October 2021

The final checklist and related publications will be
archived at https://accordstatement.wordpress.com/

! International
Society
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https://accordstatement.wordpress.com/

Literature research ongoing

Systematic review process is informed by and will be reported according to PRISMA
guidelines

Search strategy developed covering : Web of Science (core collection),
MEDLINE (Web of Science), PubMed, MEDLINE (OVID), Embase (OVID), Cochrane Library,
Emcare (OVID), Academic Search Premier, and Psycinfo

Identifying research assessing the in
biomedicine

Ineligible studies will include individual reporting guidelines or treatment guidelines
Screening of search results and analysis of the findings is

Preliminary results are that 2736 references were identified; review and adjudication
of references for relevance is ongoing

Intérnational
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Join us!

What we need:

Qualified individuals to join a Delphi panel to validate the draft ACCORD reporting
guideline in March/April

Time commitment ~8 hours over ~2 months
Qualified individuals include:

Those who consensus research (methodologists,
clinicians, publication professionals, pharmaceutical industry representatives)

Those consensus research (journal editors,
clinicians, patients)

To nominate yourself or another individual, please contact ACCORD@ogilvy.com

Intérnational
Society

for Medical
Publication
Professionals



mailto:ACCORD@ogilvy.com

Thank you for your attention!
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