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Poster 2.0 and beyond: 

Creating better research posters

Mike Morrison and Jason Gardner

Release Date: June 17, 2020 │Expiration Date: June 18, 2020 (Live); August 31, 2020 (Enduring)

Estimated time to complete activity: 45 minutes

Jointly provided by Postgraduate Institute for Medicine (www.pimed.com) and ISMPP (www.ismpp.org)

http://www.pimed.com/
http://www.ismpp.org/
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Target audience:

• This activity is intended for medical publication and medical communication 
professionals engaged in transmitting evidence-based scientific information 
to healthcare professionals, payors, patients, and the public

After completing this activity, the participant should be better able to:

•Recognize the current deficiencies in the traditional scientific poster format

•Understand the benefits of a more streamlined poster design and the 

challenges involved

•Consider poster requirements in a virtual setting

Target audience and learning objectives
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Educational credit

Continuing pharmacy education 

• In support of improving patient care, this activity has been planned 
and implemented by the Postgraduate Institute for Medicine and 
ISMPP.  The Postgraduate Institute for Medicine is jointly 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center 
(ANCC), to provide continuing education for the healthcare team

– For additional information and instructions on how to obtain 
credit please refer to: https://ismpp.memberclicks.net/continuing-
pharmacy-education-participation

ISMPP CMPPTM recertification credit

• This activity has been approved for 0.5 ISMPP CMPPTM

recertification credits

https://ismpp.memberclicks.net/continuing-pharmacy-education-participation
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Disclaimer and disclosures

• The opinions expressed in this presentation are the panel’s own and do not 

necessarily reflect those of their employer(s) past or present or that of ISMPP

In relation to this educational activity:

• The faculty members have nothing to disclose

• The PIM planners and managers have nothing to disclose

• The ISMPP planners and managers have nothing to disclose
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And if there 

is a problem…
What’s the 
solution?

Scientific 

posters…
What’s the 
problem?
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1990
The internet

2020





Information

Foraging

Theory



















Putt a nylon stocking 

over your cloth mask to 

make it more effective at 

filtering-out 

coronavirus.

Investigating the 

effectiveness of 

differential mask 

usage strategies.

Worried your cloth 

mask isn’t filtering 

coronavirus? This 

hack could make it 

more effective.



Using linguistic analysis tools to study teams in ICE environments.





Patch switching

















Linguistic analysis can predict social conflict in teams.Using linguistic analysis tools to study teams in ICE environments.





Layer 1: 

The Walk-by











Layer 2: 

When people stop













Layer 2: 

People want more details.















The 2 golden rules of scientific poster design:

1.

2.

Don’t put things on your poster 

that people ignore.

People will ignore most things.
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2018 2019 2020
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Medical congresses have already started 

adopting the #BetterPoster format
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Example: industry-sponsored #BetterPoster
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But what are the 

barriers to 
broader uptake 
in this sector?

So, it is possible in 

a pharmaceutical 
industry setting!
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 t’s not tested: “People have been very 

quick to adopt an untested format on the 
recommendation of a splashy video”

Cherry-picking information to create your 

“ ain  indin ” and emphasizing the 
important words could be perceived as 
adding bias to your communication

By taking up real estate with a main finding, 

there’s less space for content and 
important context

It may be more cost-effective to produce a 

#BetterPoster, but it may cost more to 
duplicate and expand your digital content

Posters are often used for medical 

information purposes in response to 
unsolicited queries; a traditional poster with 
everything in one place may be better
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It may be more cost-effective to produce a #BetterPoster, 

but it may cost more to duplicate and expand your digital content

Accept upfront investment to optimise your templates (i.e. what goes where)

Once cookie-cutter templates are defined, get baking!

Keep it simple – thin  how yo ’d write a slide

Consider digital platform for everything beyond the abstract and main finding

O erall  ontent (print or di ital) doesn’t need to  e  ore than a traditional poster

Review, approve, and lock down your content before print / digital layout 

Barrier: 



16TH ANNUAL MEETING OF ISMPP 64

Posters are often used for medical information purposes in response to unsolicited

queries; a traditional poster with everything in one place may be better

 t’s easier to see on yo r de i es

And to give / withdraw access – e.g. when copyright transfers to a journal

   yo r di ital  ontent  ontains all poster in or ation, what’s the di  eren e?

In fact – it’s easy to send a lin  instead o  a pd 

Familiarity is difficult to overturn

Barrier: 
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And what 

should the 
structure be?

What’s in your 

accompanying 
digital content?
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Should we reflect the 

ideal format a 
presenter uses when 

taking someone 

through a poster?

Should we be 

restructuring 
our digital 

posters to focus 

on the main 
message?
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Take-home message

What happened?

How did they 
find this out?

Increasing 

importance

Decreasing 

importance 
and attention

Introduction

Methods

Results

Discussion / Conclusion
Other relevant

information

Traditional scientific publications Journalism and publication PLS

PLS, plain language summary
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Take-home message

What happened?

How did they 
find this out?

Increasing 
importance

Decreasing 
importance 

and attention

Introduction

Methods

Results

Discussion / Conclusion
Other relevant

information

Traditional scientific 
publications

Journalism and 

publication PLS

Does it depend 

whether it’s for 
presenting or 

reading?

But what is the 

ideal way to 
present a poster?

Story- or 

message-driven?
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We need to ensure that scientific posters are fit-for-purpose

• Printed (with author standing there)

• Printed (without author standing there)

• Virtual

The traditional scientific poster format may actually be a bottleneck 
to scientific exchange and medical progress

Clarity, transparency, integrity, and avoidance of bias are still essential requirements

Take-home messages
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Next time you create a poster, ask yourself: 

What is the objective of 

this communication?

Is it more important to you to check a 

box and look competent, 
or to get your science into the minds of 

healthcare professionals…
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