
THANK YOU FOR JOINING 
ISMPP U TODAY 

The program will begin promptly at 11:00 EDT 

September 30, 2015



ISMPP WOULD LIKE TO THANK . . .
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. . . the following Titanium and Platinum Corporate Sponsors 
for their ongoing support of the Society:



ISMPP ANNOUNCEMENTS

• The 2016 European Meeting of ISMPP is coming! 
– Registration is open! Sign up or see the preliminary agenda  (ismpp.org)
– Become a meeting sponsor or exhibitor; contact smarek@ismpp.org
– If you have an abstract to submit, do it now– don’t miss the October 1 

deadline! 
• Want to know more about ISMPP’s inaugural Asia-Pacific Meetings?

– Presentations now posted in our Archives
• GPP3 is here! Read the complete Annals of Internal Medicine (AIM)

article at www.ismpp.org/GPP3
• Follow us and weigh in on Twitter (@ISMPP) and LinkedIn; we’d love to 

hear what you have to say
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FOR YOUR BEST ISMPP U EXPERIENCE . . .

To optimize your webinar experience today:
• Use a hardwired connection 
• Use the fastest internet connection available 
• If you are accessing the presentation over your 

computer, turn up the volume of your speakers
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QUESTIONS…

• To ask a question, please type 
your query into the Q&A box

– To ensure anonymity and that all 
panelists receive your question, please 
choose the drop down box option,
"Hosts, Presenters and Panelists."
Otherwise, all audience members will 
see your submitted question

• We will make every effort to 
respond to all questions

• You may submit your question 
any time during the webinar
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NOTE: Make sure 
you send your 
question to “Host, 
Presenter and 
Panelists”



PREDATORY JOURNALS AND THE 
THREAT TO SCHOLARLY PUBLICATION: 
IMPACT ON MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS



INTRODUCTIONS

• Speaker: Jeffrey Beall is the Scholarly Communications Librarian and 
Associate Professor at the University of Colorado Denver. His work 
includes informing the scholarly community regarding new and evolving 
aspects of scholarly communication, including open-access publishing, 
author and publisher misconduct, and scholarly publishing ethics. Jeffrey's 
research and writing has been published in many scholarly publications, 
including The Journal of Academic Librarianship, Cataloging & 
Classification Quarterly, College & Research Libraries, and Nature. 
Jeffrey operates Scholarly Open Access, which highlight lists of predatory 
journals/publishers, misleading metrics companies, and hijacked journals. 
He began his library career at Harvard University, and earned his MS-
Library Science from the University of North Carolina.
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INTRODUCTIONS

• Moderator: Neil Adams has worked in medical publishing for over 15 
years at companies such as John Wiley & Sons, Springer Science & 
Business Media and Informa Healthcare. He currently serves as 
publishing manager for the Pharma Solutions division of Nature 
Publishing Group (NPG), where he works with pharmaceutical and 
medical communications companies, lead investigators and medical 
journal editors to publish clinical studies in NPG journals. Neil is an active 
member of ISMPP, currently serving on its ISMPP U committee. He has 
also served as a faculty member for workshops at past Annual and 
European Meetings of ISMPP.
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JEFFREY BEALL’S CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

• I have no conflicts of interest to declare.
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DISCLOSURES

• Information presented reflects the personal knowledge 
and opinion of the presenters and does not represent the 
position of their current or past employers or the position 
of ISMPP 
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TODAY'S OBJECTIVES

By the end of this session, participants of this webinar should 
be able to:

• Understand key attributes of current publication models and features in 
order to differentiate between sanctioned and predatory journals/publishers 
(subscription, open access)

• Define predatory publishers and understand how they operate (mimicry, 
spam, bogus peer review, lack of transparency, use of deception, non-
adherence to industry standard practice)

• Establish a personal history of predatory publishers (list of publishers and 
journals), to avoid being ensnared by a predatory journal/publisher in future

– Case vignette: fraudulent science, published in a predatory journal having a non-
validated impact factor: impact on pharmaceutical company sponsored medical 
publication and research efforts. 
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• Appreciate why predatory journals are a problem (i.e, author 
misconduct, junk science, demarcation from true science, 
problems of taxonomy, fraudulent impact factors, hijacking of 
legitimate journals). 

• Understand the derivation and contents of the Beall’s list 
(blacklist) vs white lists as documented in Directory of Open 
Access Journals (DOAJ)  and other sources 

• Integrate information on predatory publishing with respect to the 
evolution of peer review. 

TODAY'S OBJECTIVES, CONT'D
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PREDATORY JOURNALS AND THE 
THREAT TO SCHOLARLY PUBLICATION: 
IMPACT ON MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS

Jeffrey Beall, University of Colorado Denver
Moderator: Neil Adams, Nature Publishing 
Group
. 



PUBLISHING MODELS FOR SCHOLARLY JOURNALS: 
A REVIEW

• Traditional (subscription) 
model

• Platinum open-access = free 
to author, free to reader

• Delayed open access = 
subscription model but OA 
after some time

• Gold open access = free to 
reader, author pays a fee

Graffiti concept from Kirby (2012).
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PREDATORY PUBLISHERS AND JOURNALS

• Predatory publishers (journals) are those that exploit the gold 
open-access model for their own profit

• They take advantage of, exploit, and pander to scholarly authors
• They pretend to be legitimate, copying established and respected 

journals' websites and practices
• Many do a poor or fake peer review
• Some name themselves as "Institutes," "Associations," or 

"Centers"
• Some operate as single mega-journals
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SPAM EMAIL EXAMPLE (1/2)
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SPAM EMAIL EXAMPLE (2/2)
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QUESTIONABLE JOURNAL EXAMPLE 
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HISTORY OF PREDATORY PUBLISHERS

• I first started to receive spam email solicitations from 
publishers in 2008 and 2009

• My first publication about a predatory publisher was in 
2009

• I coined the term "predatory publisher" in summer 2010
• I started my current blog in early 2012
• The blog includes four lists, including questionable 

publishers and questionable standalone journals
• Blacklists versus whitelists for scholarly journals
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BREAKDOWN OF RESEARCH CULTURES

• Many have earned tenure and promotion through easy 
articles in predatory journals

• The role of merit in academic evaluation is disappearing 
• Corrupt journals only care about their revenue
• Never before has so much pseudo-science been published 

that looks like real science
• Some academic databases are filled with junk science
• Many researchers now expect cheap, easy, and fast 

publishing

20

P(B1



Slide 20

P(B1 suggest adding a comment that it is not possible to diistinguish good science that was naively submitted to and published in a predatory journal 
from the junk science 
Pomerantz,Dr.,Kenneth (MED) BIP-US-R, 8/30/2015



HOW PREDATORY PUBLISHERS DAMAGE SCIENCE
(1/3)

• They've increased published research misconduct, such as 
plagiarism

• They threaten demarcation, the division between science 
and pseudo-science, the cumulative nature of research

• They feed bogus research to societal institutions that 
depend on authentic science
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HOW PREDATORY PUBLISHERS DAMAGE SCIENCE
(2/3)
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HOW PREDATORY PUBLISHERS DAMAGE SCIENCE
(3/3)

• They are polluting taxonomy
• Many also sponsor bogus scholarly conferences
• Pharmaceutical entrepreneurs are using predatory 

publishers to make invented compounds appear 
efficacious

• Author fees may prevent some authors from being able to 
publish their work, especially in middle-income countries 
and for unaffiliated researchers
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PSEUDO-SCIENCE EXAMPLE
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PSEUDO-SCIENCE EXAMPLE (2)
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BIO-MEDICAL PSEUDO-SCIENCE

• Ayurveda
• Reiki
• Accupuncture
• Homeopathy ?
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AUTHOR FEES ARE A BARRIER TO PUBLISHING

J Surg Educ. 2015 Mar-Apr;72(2):283-5. doi: 10.1016/j.jsurg.2014.09.006

SAGE Open October-December 2014: 1– 11 DOI: 10.1177/2158244014551714

J Coll Physicians Surgeons Pakistan 2014, 
Vol. 24 (8): 611

Czerniewicz L, Goodier S. S Afr J Sci. 2014;110(9/10), Art. #2014-0111, http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/ sajs.2014/20140111
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RELATED SCAMS

• Fake impact factor suppliers
• Paper mills / article brokers
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HIJACKED JOURNALS
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THE STIGMA OF PREDATORY PUBLISHERS

• Publishing an article in a predatory journal can harm a 
researcher's reputation

• Membership on a predatory journal's editorial board reflects 
poorly on the individual and his or her institution

• Articles published in legitimate journals that cite conclusions 
from earlier articles in predatory journals may be seen as 
questionable

• A single predatory or low-quality journal can damage the 
reputation of a publisher's entire fleet of journals
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SUMMARY

• In this session, we:
– Learned that predatory journals and publishers are those 

that exploit the gold open-access model for their own profit;
– Saw that the author-pays model is a major cultural change in 

scholarly publishing that has led to the creation of many 
scams;

– Learned that predatory journals are allowing the publishing 
of junk science

– Saw that author fees are effectively silencing authors in 
some countries
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FINAL CONCLUSIONS

• Scholarly authors need to be aware of predatory publishers 
and related scams so that they can avoid them

• Authors need to know that predatory journals are giving a 
voice to junk science, so they should carefully avoid citing 
them in their work 

• Because research in biomedical sciences is translated into 
clinical practice, it is crucial that scholarly communication in 
the field be published in journals that maintain the highest 
standards in peer-review and scholarly publishing
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OPEN Q&A
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• To ask a question, please type your query into the Q&A box
• To ensure anonymity, before sending please choose the drop-

down box option, "Hosts, Presenters and Panelists." Otherwise, 
ALL audience members will be able to see your submitted 
question
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QUESTIONS . . . 



UPCOMING ISMPP U'S
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October 21, 2015
• Topic: GPP3
• Presenters: Wendy Battisti, Janssen; Les Citrome, Int’l 

Journal of Clinical Research; Laverne Mooney, Pfizer; 
Yvonne Yarker, Medicite LLC

November 18, 2015
• Topic: Biostatistics in Medical Writing and Publication Planning
• Presenters: Meg Franklin, Franklin Pharmaceutical 

Consulting, LLC; Jay Hsu, PhD, Sunovion 

.



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!

• We hope you enjoyed today's presentation. 
Please take a few moments to complete the 
survey that will appear on your screen 
immediately after the presentation.  We depend 
on your valuable feedback and take it into 
account as we develop future educational 
offerings
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