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a) Yes
b) No

Have you prepared a manuscript that included a 
preprint posting? 

Total 
Responses 66
Yes 7 11%
No 59 89%
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a) Never
b) Sometimes
c) Always

Do you include preprints as part development of 
a publication plan? 

Total 
Responses 59
Always 2 3%
Sometimes 7 12%
Never 50 85%
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Preprints, journals, and clinical decisions
Theodora Bloom, PhD
Executive Editor, The BMJ
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Competing Interests

● I’m Executive Editor of The BMJ. It is published by BMJ, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the British Medical Association. 

● BMJ (the company) receives 8.7% of revenues from drug & 
device companies through advertising, reprint sales, & 
sponsorship. For The BMJ it’s 12%. The BMJ is an open 
access journal that charges article-processing fees for 
Research Articles.

● I chair the Advisory Board of Europe PubMed Central. 
● I am a founder of the MedRxiv clinical preprint server.
● I am European Coordinator for the quadrennial Peer Review 

Congress.
● I am on the Board of AIP Publishing
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medRχiv: a server for health science 
preprints

● Conceptually and technologically similar to 
bioRxiv

● Not-for-profit
● A service not a product
● Publisher-neutral
● Operated by CSH Laboratory
● Managed in partnership with BMJ and Yale 

University 
● Launched Q2 2019
● Now supported by CZI
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Monthly posted:

Daily submitted: -> Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug

9 20 45 92 77 59 57 52

> 10,000 
total 
posted

> 1,700 
revised 
after 
posting 

~ 20% 
rejected
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medRχiv submission requirements
● Original clinical/health research, 

including clinical trials, observational or 
qualitative research, quality 
improvement and implementation, policy 
studies, and medical education

● Systematic reviews and meta-analyses
● Methodological research
● Clinical study Protocols  
● Not commentaries, editorials, opinion 

pieces, essays, letters to editors, 
narrative reviews, case reports

● Follow ICMJE guidance 
● Funding and competing 

interests statements
● Statement of IRB / ethics 

committee oversight
● Study registration when 

applicable (e.g. 
ClinicalTrials.gov; PROSPERO) 

● Data availability statement 
● EQUATOR Network reporting 

guidelines checklists
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medRχiv: risk mitigation

Is it nonsense?
Is it non-science?
Is it a paper?
Is it research?
Is it plagiarized?
Is it a health threat?
Is there a benefit to sharing 
now vs. after peer review?
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The authors have 
withdrawn this 
manuscript because of 
the controversy about 
hydroxychloroquine 
and potential changes 
in results after peer-
review, the authors 
intend to share their 
results in formal 
publication. Therefore, 
the authors do not wish 
this work to be cited as 
reference for the 
project. If you have any 
questions, please 
contact the 
corresponding author.

Posted 18 May, 
Withdrawn 14 June

Published 22 May, 
Retracted 5 June

Preprint withdrawals; journal retractions
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Funder preprint mandates

What counts as a health emergency? 
• Ebola
• Zika
• Covid-19

But not
• Cancer
• Parkinson’s disease 
• …

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/wellcome-mandates-
publication-peer-review-health-crises
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Rapid Recommendations; Living Systematic 
Reviews
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Liam Brierley. The role of research preprints in the academic response to the COVID-19 epidemic. Authorea. March 25, 2020.

DOI: 10.22541/au.158516578.89167184

Paul Glasziou, Sharon Sanders, Tammy Hoffmann,
BMJ 2020;369:m1847 doi: 10.1136/bmj.m1847

Covid: the first preprinted epidemic. Will it 
help? 

https://www.authorea.com/users/305982/articles/436710-the-role-of-research-preprints-in-the-academic-response-to-the-covid-19-epidemic
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1847
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Web: bmj.com
Email: tbloom@bmj.com
Twitter: @TheoBloom

Thank you!

https://www.ibiology.org/biomedical-workforce/preprints/
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Preprint and Peer Reviewed Journals
Allison Leung
Publisher, SAGE Publishing



20ISMPP WEST 2020

• Global, independent publishers 1,500 
employees, 1,000+ journals, 900+ 
books

• 6 main offices: Los Angeles, London, 
New Delhi, Singapore, Melbourne, 
Toronto

• Majority HSS, but STM is quickly 
catching up

A bit about SAGE

62%

38%

HSS STM
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• Launched in 2018
• Focus on Social Science and 

Humanities
• Direct preprint to journal submissions
• Commenting and moderation

A bit about Advance
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Preprints explosive growth
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How do journals and preprints work 
together currently?

Direct submission 
to journals

Linking to final 
version

Simultaneous 
deposit to preprint
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How could journals and preprints work 
together in the future?

Comment or review 
sharing 

Badging preprints

Sharing outcomes of 
ethics cases

What else?
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Thank you!
Questions? 
Contact me at: allison.leung@sagepub.com
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NIH Preprint Pilot
Jerry Sheehan, MS
Deputy Director
National Library of Medicine - National Institutes of Health
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NIH Preprint Pilot

Scope
• NIH-funded research
• Select pre-print servers
• Focus on COVID-19

Preservation & Access
• Full text in PubMed 

Central
• Citation in PubMed
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Preprints in NLM’s PubMed Central (PMC)

Current 
Count

Preprint 
Filter

Preprint 
indicator
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Guardrails: Preprint Display in PMC

Prominent banners

Link to info about 
preprints and 
preprint pilot

Link to preprint 
server
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Putting Preprints in Context
Journal articles:

37,129
2,333 identified by 
NLM as NIH supported

Preprints:

17,305
1,122 identified by 
NLM as NIH supported

Data from 30 Sept. 2020. 
Publication type data available 
for 78% of included 
journal articles on this data.
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Preprints: Prelude to Publication?
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Making Effective Use of Preprints

Tips for Communicators 
• When citing preprints, be clear 

about it
• Approach preprint findings 

with a skeptical eye
• Continue to check if the 

preprint has been revised or 
published

• Don’t be tempted by the allure 
of a single study 

• Remember that preprints only 
relay preliminary information 



33ISMPP WEST 2020

• Confirm scalability of current workflows across spectrum of NIH research
• Review pilot preprint server eligibility criteria
• Research on preprint practices
• Other?

Looking Ahead
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Thank you!
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The Sinai Immunology Review Project 
Experience
Nicolas Vabret, PhD
Assistant Professor, Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology at Mount Sinai

Miriam Merad, MD, PhD
Director, Precision Immunology Institute, Mount Sinai School of Medicine

@Neoviral@MiriamMerad
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• 9000+ COVID19 prepints on BioRxiv/MedRxiv

• Importance to provide rapid scientific responses
• Inform the public
• Help policy decision
• Sort Signal from Noise

• New disease: lack of expert reviewer pool

Explosion of preprints during COVID-19
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9000 preprints screened for Immunological 
content and relevance

PrIISM: Immunology Institute at Mount Sinai
80+ phD student and postdoc & 20 faculty members with 
strong Immunology expertise who joined the project

@SinaiImmunol

The Sinai Immunology Review Project 
Experience
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200+ reviews posted online

Comment section

9000 preprints screened for Immunological 
content and relevance

The Sinai Immunology Review Project 
Experience
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200+ reviews posted online

9000 preprints screened for Immunological 
content and relevance

The Sinai Immunology Review Project 
Experience

45 preprints 
highlighted at Nat. 
Reviews Immunol.
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200+ reviews posted online

45 preprints 
highlighted at Nat. 
Reviews Immunol. Collective review - Cite >200 preprints

9000 preprints screened for Immunological 
content and relevance

The Sinai Immunology Review Project 
Experience
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Differences between traditional reviews and preprints reviews (from SIRP)

Traditional Preprint
Invited

Anonymous

Private

Format variable

Help editorial decision

Voluntary

Signed

Public and online

Format standardized

Inform the reader

The Sinai Immunology Review Project 
Experience
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Thank you!
@Neoviral@MiriamMerad
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Panel Discussion
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a. Allows data to reach scientific communities quickly
b. Builds towards a robust approach to complement peer review process in 

journal
c. Allows for open access and open review of scientific research
d. The preprint model allows unreproducible/unverifiable science to be 

identified earlier than the peer review process, potentially avoiding 
retraction

a. I don’t think there is an advantage to preprints

What is the biggest advantage of preprints?
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Questions
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Up Next:
Exhibitor Gallery & Exhibitor Engagement
Keynote Address:  10:30 AM PT
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